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CELEBRATING NAIDOC
NAIDOC celebrations are usually held in July but were postponed this year to keep our
communities safe during COVID19. It’s a very special time for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Island people – a time to celebrate history and achievements, and a reminder that Indigenous culture is stronger
than ever. The NAIDOC Week theme for 2020 “Always Was, Always Will Be” recognised that First Nations people
have occupied and cared for this land for more than 65,000 years and it was with this spirit and pride that Maari Ma
celebrated NAIDOC with its communities this year.

Among the celebrations in Broken Hill was a NAIDOC BBQ at Maari Ma’s Kiila
Laana building where community members enjoyed a BBQ lunch put on by the
Rotary Club. There were stalls to stroll through and there were giveaways such as
balloons, toothbrushes, water bottles, pencils, hats, bags, bubbles, and wristbands.
There was also a colouring in competition for the kids with three $50 Target gift
cards for the winners and a draw for anyone who signed up for a health check.
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On page 2 are some of the other NAIDOC celebrations that Maari Ma communities
enjoyed.
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MAARI MA COMMUNITIES CELEBRATING
NAIDOC

Maari Ma Health Balranald celebrated NAIDOC week with a pizza pool party, and with well over 100 community
members attending it was a great success. More than 20 Nari Nari language balls were donated by Brendan Kennedy,
a Mutthi Mutthi speaker and language worker, and the kids had fun with these at the pool party. Balranald staff will be
working with Brendan in the future regarding reinstating Aboriginal language within the Balranald region.

A NAIDOC community celebration was held at Wilcannia which included performers, singers, bands and dancers.
Maari Ma hosted a Community Dinner and the Wilcannia Golf Club put on a spectacular fireworks show for all to
enjoy.
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OFFICIAL NAMING FOR BALRANALD
Maari Ma’s newest health service situated at
Balranald was officially opened recently by the
Maari Ma Board. More than 40 community
members attended to enjoy a BBQ lunch and to
have a yarn with Board directors and staff. Maari
Ma Health Balranald is situated in the Bes Murray
building in Court Street. It has seen a steady
increase in services since it started - from
September 2019 to the end of June this year there
were 450 occasions of service including chronic
disease care, wound care, medication
management, palliative care and other clinical
services. Maari Ma Health Balranald also provides
social and emotional wellbeing services and acts
as a Centrelink agency which makes it easier for
Aboriginal people to access the help they need
while at the same time familiarising the community
with the new health service.
Pictured left are Service Manager, Kendy Rogers and Executive
Manager Primary Health Care, Linda Lynott with Board Chair,
Maureen O’Donnell and Directors Cheryl Blore, Norma Kennedy
and Gloria Murray.

THE KIDS DENTAL TEAM

Maari Ma’s Child Oral Health team is a team of dental therapists and dental assistants providing health care for
clients less than 18 years of age. The team works in Broken Hill and also covers Wilcannia, Menindee and Ivanhoe.
Children receive a dental check and fluoride varnish, as well as dental bags and a visit from the team’s favourite
dragon – Maggie. The dental needs of Maari Ma clients aged over 18 are well taken care of through a successful
partnership with the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

A partnership formed last year between Maari Ma, the
Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery and Broken Hill High
School is continuing to provide enjoyment to the girls
participating in the program. AACES – which stands for
Aboriginal Arts, Community, Education Sistas helps the
girls make connections and explore their own perceptions
and identity through art. Maari Ma’s Youth Health team
works with the girls and provides resources for arts and

crafts as well as education sessions on topics such as
sexual health and women’s health. AACES has been
busy recently working on a canvas about women’s
health which will be displayed at Maari Ma. The Youth
Health team also conducts health checks with the girls
and Maari Ma’s Tackling Indigenous Smoking team—
Kiila Laana also engages with the girls with education
talks.

HEALTH CHECK 715
A GOOD CHOICE
The competition winners of the 2020 Deadly Blues campaign won
the experience to attend the second Origin game on November
11th by completing a 715 Health Check. Maari Ma was one of the
five Aboriginal health services in the state taking part.
Congratulations to winners Kylera Kerwin and her mum Chantal
from Wilcannia, and Josephine Johnson from Broken Hill. All of the
winners had lunch with NSW Rugby League greats Willie Mason,
Steve Menzies, Nathan Blacklock and Paul Langmack. They then
settled in to ANZ Stadium to cheer on the Blues and while NSW
didn’t win the series this year they won the second game 34-10.
The NSW Rugby League partnered with Deadly Choices last year
which encourages Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders to receive
regular medical check-ups and improve health.
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